HIDDEN LAKE PARK SOFTBALL LEAGUE RULES All
Leagues are governed by NSA Playing Rules and By-laws

ROSTER

Players are rostered on one Hidden L ake Park Softball Division Team only

Once a player has signed onto a team he/she is committed to play for that specific team
exclusively. Rostered players cannot substitute for other teams. Managers who
knowingly recruit illegal players can be suspended for the remainder of the season and
players who fill in for other teams will draw a three (3) game suspension. Offending
teams will forfeit the game. Teams mav add eligible plavers to a roster at any time
during the season, but must play a minimum of four (4) games to participate in post
season play. The team roster and release are kept at the softball concession stand for
plavers to be added. It is imperative that all players sign the Adult Softball League
Release. Players requesting a roster release may do so by written request and can be
obliged by the approval of the team manager and Athletic director.

PARK PLAYING RULES - ALL DIVISIONS

General Team and Player Procedures
Teams may start a game with eight (8) players and one (1) automatic out. No delays The
oth player may enter the game at any time canceling the automatic out. If the 10"
player (with a 9 player roster) arrives BEFORE the end of the first inning, he/she may
bat and play defense; otherwise he/she may only bat and substitute defensively for a
starter. Slaughter rules remain the same for short handed teams. Ejected or injured
players creating a team of less than eight (8) players will constitute a team forfeit.
Teams may use up to two (2) extra hitters but must be present at the start of the game,
they may substitute freely at any position with no change to the batting order.

HOME TEAM should provide the official Scorebook and scorekeeper. The official
scorekeeper should acknowledge the game score at the end of every half inning with the
home plate umpire. Teams should exchange batting order line-up cards prior to the
game to reduce confusion.

A ten (10) minute grace period is permitted for the FIRST scheduled game ONLY.
Subsequent games will start promptly afterwards or at the scheduled times. Teams who
forfeit two (2) games without notice will not be permitted to participate in post season
play. The A.D. must be notified by 3:30 pm of the game day to be excused, A
reinstatement fee of Twenty Five dollars ($25.00) per game will be assessed to
offending teams. Once paid, teams will be tournament eligible. Teams who qualify for
regular season awards and have unpaid, unexcused forfeits will have their awards
adjusted accordingly.



All Batters will Begin with a 1-1 count. There will be no courtesy foul.

The slaughter (mercy) rule occurs at a twenty (20) ran lead after three (3) innings;
Fifteen (15) runs after four (4) innings; Ten (10) runs after five (5) innings of play.
Mercy rule applies to short handed teams as well.

Mens play will permit a three (3) home rule with a one run up limit The home
team cannot win a game by home run if both teams are at their home run limit.

Players are to be properly attired - shirts, pants or shorts and athletic shoes - no metal
cleats of any kind. Jewelry- hanging or looped jewelry; necklaces, bracelets and
watches are to be removed. Violations can result in player disqualification or
batter called out

All womens games are limited to 75 minutes. No new inning of play unless a tie
exists. All tied games are played to conclusion.

Umpires may invoke the "flip-flop" rule when appropriate.

Umpire judgments cannot be protested. Rule interpretations are grounds for protests
and are best settled by conference of the protesting manager, home plate umpire and
athletic director. Formal protests, unresolved at the time of play, must be properly filed
by NSA rules and submitted in writing with the $25.00 protest fee within 48 hours to
the athletic director.

The black "V perimeter of the home plate is part of the strike zone. Pitched balls
passing thru the strike zone and landing on this black surface are strikes.

PLAYER DISCIPLINE

The following infractions can result in player expulsioa

1. intentional bat throwing
2. Excessive Foul language, argument of umpire judgment calls, threatening
or
disrespectful comments addressed to anyone, fighting, and park property
defacement
3. Deliberate player actions which can impede, delay or alter the progress of
the
game.
4. The consumption of alcoholic beverages during the game of play by a
player, manager, coach or scorekeeper. Cooler of alcoholic beverages are
no longer permitted on the bleachers or near the player bench. Coolers of
alcoholic
beverages are to remain in vehicles.
Verbal player intimidation of any kind to anyone.
Overly aggressive, excessive or un-sportsmanlike play.

o o1

Warnings of these infractions are not mandatory from umpires; enforcement of these
violations is handled by HLP umpires, athletic director or local police dept.



Players and managers expelled from a game will be suspended from their next
scheduled game. Managers will be asked to identify subject players and cooperate with
any player punishment The athletic director can impose further penalties, depending on
the severity of the incident Ejected players are required to remove themselves out of
sight and sound from game umpires. Since that player is ineligible to play his/her next
game it is advised that they leave the park. This umpire judgment call becomes
necessary to preserve the integrity of the game and instill sportsmanship. The athletic
director will not reverse umpire ejection calls.

CO-ED RULE APDENDUMS

General Team and player procedure rules all apply to the co-ed division with the
following changes:

A. Teams may use extra hitters provided males do not exceed females and must be
present at the start of the game. Extra hitters cannot be added to the line-up once
the game has begun.

B. When a female leaves a 12 player line-up, the lineup is adjusted by reducing one

male player to maintain the equal male to female ratio 5 males and 5 females

Teams who start with 9 players may continue with a 5 male and 4 female

advantage. Teams may not add extra hitters to a 9 player roster. Late arriving

players become me 10* offensive player or defensive substitutes.

Female batters have the option to walk or hit following a base on balls to the

previous male hitter. A male batter who walks is always awarded second base.

Men and women alternate throughout the batting order. Teams may play with

more females man males and can bat females consecutively.

ALL outfielders must remain behind fee 200" markers until (he ball is hit By

the batter.

. Men must use fee small aluminum bat provided by HLP.

. Runners attempting to score at home plate MUST slide if:

1. The catcher has control of the ball attempting to tag the runner.

2. The catcher is in the act of receiving the ball to apply a tag
The runner is called, dead ball and be ejected from the game if excessive contact
is made by not sliding

I. Batting order cannot be changed once game has started
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In case of rain or inclement weather, managers or coaches should call the Park office at
990-8790 for field conditions or make up dates, then advise his/her teams accordingly.
PLEASE call after 3:30 for this decision Attempts will be made to make the fields
playable.

Athletic parking passes are $7.00 resident, $12.00 non-resident.



